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Preamble for MB Church Leaders Regarding our Posture toward LGBTQ+ people:  
 
As part of clarifying our MB biblical-theological commitments as expressed in our “Loving Well our LGB 
Neighbours, Friends, and Family” document, we also want to face squarely the question of our posture as 
church families toward LGBTQ+ people who are in our church families already or are new and just visiting us. 
We want to be faithful and true to what we understand Scripture to be teaching us about sexuality and sexual 
intimacy, but without love, we will be “nothing” (cf. 1 Corinthians 13:1-3). Our posture toward LGBTQ+ people 
necessarily must include the following messaging: 
 

1) You are welcome here! The church community worshipping and following Jesus, is God’s greatest 
witness and testimony in the world. While some people become disciples of Jesus entirely 
disconnected from a local church community, most come to belong and then believe. Unless we are 
willing to welcome and invite people to observe us worship and follow Jesus, then we have not been 
faithful “witnesses” for Jesus. 
  

2) We love you and are glad you are here! The church community must embody the love of Jesus for all 
people, caring for their hurts, being friends, and pointing people to true life (spiritual, physical, 
relational). We want to be a place that embodies love for God and neighbour (cf. Mark 12:33). 

 
3) We want to be open and honest about what worshipping and following Jesus is about! We want to 

be a community that values openness and honesty. We do not want anyone to be surprised or feel 
tricked about the theological and ethical expectations we believe are “true to Jesus” (Article 10). This 
would be contrary to the way true love operates. Worshipping and following Jesus involves many 
challenging and hard steps that can only be described as death to self (cf. Mark 8:34-35). If following 
Jesus is the path to life, it would be unloving to ignore, hide, or minimize these challenging and hard 
steps. 

 
4) We respect your choice to say no, but we invite you to join us and worship and follow Jesus 

together—because this is where true life is found! We have this message for all people who come our 
way—and this invitation is part of our posture. We are not embarrassed about this invitation because 
it is central to our calling and mission (cf. Matthew 28:16-20). 

 
5) If you make the decision to worship and follow Jesus, we are excited to walk that journey together 

with you in love. We believe that this journey of living into our new identities as redeemed people of 
God means that LGBTQ+ people who become disciples of Jesus can help us and we can help them as 
we together move toward being a more faithful church family centred on Jesus—seeking first his 
Kingdom and his righteousness (Matthew 6:33). 

 
While we do not know exactly how your local congregation would want to communicate this posture, we do 
believe that more and more LGBTQ+ people are asking churches to be open and honest about who is 
welcome, what inclusion means, and what are the church’s ethical commitments regarding sexuality.  
 
The following template is one example of what a website welcome statement could look like. We encourage 
you to consider what you would want to communicate that fits well your local context and is faithful to our 
shared biblical-theological commitments as articulated in our MB Confession of Faith. 
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Welcome to our LGBTQ+ Neighbours and Friends! 
 
Welcome to ______________ Church! We are glad you are here. We look forward to getting to know you 
better, to hearing your stories, and to becoming friends. It is always challenging to enter a new community of 
people so we thought it would be good for us to introduce ourselves a little bit. There are some central things 
that we hope describe us. We’re not a perfect or even totally consistent community so we often fall short of 
what we are wanting to be. However, we don’t want to give up because we believe God has called us to be this 
kind of community and we want to follow that call.  
 
As you can probably tell if you’ve been around us long, we want to worship and follow Jesus above all else. We 
believe that Jesus is the physical incarnation of the Triune God (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) whose time on earth 
changed everything—past, present, and future. We believe that Jesus brings us true and beautiful life now and 
forever. You can hopefully see why we are excited. We use words like King, Messiah, Lord, Saviour, and Friend 
to describe Jesus. We worship Jesus by singing about him, teaching about him, praying to him, committing our 
lives to him, and obeying what we believe he is saying. Everything that happens here is really about 
worshipping and following Jesus.  
 
Also, we want to worship and follow Jesus by loving people inside and outside our church family. We want to 
love generously. We want to love compassionately. We want to love sacrificially. We want to love people by 
inviting them to worship and follow Jesus as well. These are all part of what worshipping and following Jesus is 
all about. As you get to know us, we hope you feel our love and care for you. 
 
Finally, we are people who follow a Jesus who wants us to live well. This is a huge challenge for us because 
Jesus says all kinds of things that we find very difficult. For example, Jesus calls us to be people who reconcile 
with others (even our enemies) and forgive rather than retaliate. Jesus calls us to be people who share 
generously with others rather than hoard things for ourselves. Jesus calls us to serve others rather than take 
advantage of people. Jesus calls us to put many challenging limits around how we express our sexuality.  
 
So, this gets us to the question many people new to our community ask—what are your views on sexual 
intimacy for people who want to fully join your community? We want to be open and honest about this 
because openness and honesty are what Jesus modelled for us and calls us to. We believe that all people who 
want to worship and follow Jesus should live in healthy communities of deep companionship, love, and 
friendship, but sexual intimacy is only positive and life-giving in the context of a male-female marriage. This is 
a challenging limit to go along with Jesus’ other challenging words—but we believe that worshipping and 
following Jesus while embracing these limits is where true love and true life are found. We hope you experience 
Jesus’ true love and true life in our midst! 
 
So, how can we best get to know you, support you, and care for you? We are glad you are here! We look 
forward to getting to know you better! 
 
(If you have other questions about what we believe about worshipping and following Jesus, here is a link to a 
more complete description: https://www.mennonitebrethren.ca/mb-convictions/the-mb-confession-of-faith-
detailed-edition/ ) 


